“\?é‘f‘l‘”'ARWEEKLY

STARWEEKLY.COM.AU

CONTACT US

PHONE\ 03 9249 5327
FAX\ 03 9741 7925

LOCATION \ Suite 1/75 Watton Street, Werribee

DISTRIBUTION\ 1300 656 678
distribution@fermax.com.au

ADVERTISING

SALES DIRECTOR\ BEN SUTTON
bsutton@starweekly.com.au

SALES MANAGER \ JAMES STUART
jstuart@starweekly.com.au

GENERAL SALES INQUIRIES
westads@starweekly.com.au

CLASSIFIEDS \ 1300 666 808
FAX \ 5945 0667
EMAIL\ sales@networkclassifieds.com.au

EDITORIAL

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF \ STEPHEN LINNELL
slinnell@starweekly.com.au

GENERAL EDITORIAL INQUIRIES
westeditorial@starweekly.com.au

COMMUNITY CALENDAR ENTRIES
communitycalendar@starweekly.com.au

Domain

REAL ESTATE SALES DIRECTOR \ JACK GILLESPIE
jgillespie@starweekly.com.au

ACCOUNT MANAGER
KARLY TURNER \ kturner@starweekly.com.au

DISTRIBUTION \ 43,469 copies@
MMPStar

Published by MMP Star Pty Ltd ACN 168 220 399

Head Office Corner Thomsons Road and Keilor Park Drive, Keilor Park, 3042
Publisher/General Manager, Colin Moss

All material is copyright to MMP Star Pty Ltd.

Responsibility for election comment is accepted by Colin Moss.

All significant errors will be corrected as quickly as possible. Distribution
numbers, areas and coverage are estimates only. For our terms and
conditions please visit starweekly.com.au

N EWS STARWEEKLY.COM.AU

THE HILLIER VIEW

Kevin Hillier wants the council to live by the letter

letter R. Many believe local government

should concentrate on the 3 Rs and leave
the rest to those above them in the political
totem pole, but for a variety of reasons those
days are long gone. The three Rs in question
are roads, rubbish and rates, the traditional
domain of councils and rightly so, though the
roads get murky when local roads become state
roads and the funding and maintenance is the
higher authority’s responsibility.

That letter R (responsibility) gets thrown
around a lot in government circles but is
usually preceded with the words ‘not our’ or
‘that’s their’. Roads are still a major issue and
big bucks are involved, with $37.1 million
budgeted for in the next year by council, who
are quick to alert everyone to the difference
between the roads the state pays for and the
ones they do. Here’s a new R to cover that - rats.
As in, We the Ratepayers (the most important
R) don’t give a rat’s who claims to pay for it
because we do anyway. Just get it done.

I am pleased to see rubbish is still high on

T his week’s column is brought to you by the

the agenda, actually most things to do with
rubbish are high. The hill ours sits on in
Werribee is very high, as is the pungent odour,
if the wind is high to very high. The cost of
travelling overseas to see what to do with our
rubbish is also very high, as is the number of
people it takes to visit these overseas places on
fact-finding missions. The level of interest and
action after these trips is generally not as high
as the UV reading in the European cities these
events are held in. I personally can’t wait for the
report on the three week visit which can then
be recycled so the circle of rubbish can roll on.

Another R that is rearing its head more often
is rorts. This has been more prevalent at state
level, where those not implicated are saying it
is not because they did not want to be, it’s just
that they weren’t asked. Really? If that is how
you really feel, here are another two R words -
resign or retire, or as we like to say in the west
- rack off.

Here is a Reality Report for all those in any
elected office - get off your Rs and work for the
people who voted you in. m

If you have any news or events, let me know at kevin@howdypartnersmedia. com.au
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Robbery charges

Police have charged another two

people over a series of armed robberies
in Altona and Hoppers Crossing on

April 18 and 19. A 41-year-old Altona
man was arrested in Werribee and
charged with three counts of armed
robbery, aggravated burglary, false
imprisonment, assault-related offences
and an attempted carjacking. A
30-year-old Point Cook woman was also
arrested and charged with two counts of
armed robbery. A 39-year-old Werribee
man was arrested in relation to the
robberies last month.

Reconciliation Week

Wyndham council will host a range

of events for Reconciliation Week

from May 27 to June 3. Performer

lan Michael will also present his show

HART, about the experiences of stolen
generations, at the Wyndham Cultural

Centre on June 1 and 2. Details: www.
wyndham.vic.gov.au

Grants available

Applications are open for the Westpac
Foundation’s annual community
grants program. Two hundred grants
of $10,000 each will be available

for not-for-profit organisations that

are working towards a fairer nation.
Applications and nominations are open
until 5pm on Friday, June 8. See www.
westpac.com.au/grants for details.
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