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Kevin Hillier hopes lessons can be learned from mistakes

W

e all make mistakes in life and there is
no doubt it is sometimes very difficult
to admit it, cop your punishment, and
move on. Social media has made that process
even more difficult, because every man and
his dog and his keyboard wants not only to
administer a kick up the bum, but demands a
personal apology, even if the transgression did
not affect them in the slightest.
We have a new order that thrives in the
arena of being outraged about everything
and everybody. I envy only their energy.
The socially active public have become less
forgiving and more militant in calling for
people to be sacked. I can personally vouch for
that. There are genuine sackable offences but
instant dismissal – which used to be threatened
in the old days before multiple warnings and
letters – is rarely used.
Two recent examples are Barry Hall and Don
Nardella.
Disgraced Melton MP Nardella has repaid
the almost $100,000 he claimed in residential
expenses. He was basically forced to do so after

the public reaction to his dealings. He was not
sacked and still says he did nothing wrong,
claiming he was acting within the rules. He
did not make a mistake, he did not do anything
illegal, but he did do the wrong thing.
He gets no sympathy when he says it has
been a financial burden using most of his wage
to pay back the money.
Barry Hall did make a mistake. He did not
set out to intentionally offend everybody when
he sat behind the microphone two Fridays
ago, but he did. He is guilty of many things
(disrespecting women perhaps, being out of
touch with moral standards, the list goes on)
and he has lost that job, probably forever. Is
that fair? Like Nardella, he didn’t do anything
illegal, but he did do the wrong thing. Time
heals most wounds in life, and we learn from
our mistakes, hopefully. Some good might
come from Barry’s indiscretion in changing
that testosterone-driven locker room mentality.
We might also attract future politicians who
adhere to the moral rules as well as the legal
ones. We live in hope. ■
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Wyndham police caught a driver
allegedly speeding at 119 kilometres
in a 70/kmh zone on Palmers Road,
Point Cook on July 1. Police intercepted
the 34-year-old female driver about
1pm. The Audi was impounded and the
driver was issued with a summons for
speeding.

Land sale

Eighty-four land lots within the
future Mambourin estate, a 1200-lot
residential development near Black
Forest Road were purchased last
month. Mambourin is expected to
become home to about 3500 residents.

Windermere release sold

Property developer Country Garden
Australia has sold out its first land
release at the Windermere estate in
Greens Road, Mambourin. Three weeks
after sales opened, 43 lots have all
been snapped up by buyers.

Wanted man

Police are seeking a man who allegedly
attempted to use a stolen credit card at
a service station in Laverton North on
Sunday, April 29, about 9am. The man
is described as having a dark-coloured
beard and was wearing a black baseball
cap, a grey T-shirt and a grey jacket
with “24” on the front. Crime Stoppers:
1800 333 000.
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