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COMPREHENSIVE FAMILY DENTAL CARE

Everyone deserves an 
amazing smile!
Dr M Lentini - B.D.Sc. (Melb)
Mr R Privitelli - Hygienist

9742 6928 21 Princes Hwy, Werribee
www.lentinidental.com.au  www.dentistwerribee.com.au

Your Local All-on-Four Implant Centre

Celebrating

25 Years 

In Our

Community!
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Wills, Powers of
Attorney and
Deceased Estates...

Sensitive, personal, sensible advice.
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Tarneit footy funding
Tarneit Football Club has received 
$10,000 from Wyndham council’s 
2017-18 Community Grants program. 
The grant will be used to help the club 
attract women and people from diverse 
backgrounds, purchase new equipment 
and promote healthy lifestyles.

Certificate opportunity
Wyndham council is hoping to recruit 
60 young people wishing to study for 
a certificate II in information digital 
media and technology next year. 
The eYouth Project will be delivered 
by Wyndham council and Victoria 
University for people aged 16 to 25. An 
information evening will be held from 
6.30pm on Wednesday, November 
7, at the Victoria University Werribee 
Campus. Go to eyouthproject.com to 
book.

Controlled burns
Wyndham council will undertake a 
controlled burn program within open 
space reserves including Cobbledicks 
Reserve, Lollypop Creek and a number 
of sites in Little River in coming 
months. Environment and sustainability 
portfolio holder Heather Marcus said 
the burns were necessary to protect 
native grasslands. More information: 
wyndham.vic.gov.au or call 9742 0777.
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Halloween polarises people and I can’t 
work out why. Is it because we didn’t 
invent it and it’s American?

Both arguments are flawed, as the Irish were 
the first to celebrate it as part of the ancient Celtic 
Festival of Samhain, so it is not American. And 
we are not backward in celebrating events we 
didn’t invent – Christmas, Easter and Queen’s 
Birthday immediately come to mind.

The Americans have taken Halloween to a 
new level of crass commercialism, but it was 
not their idea. Besides, we are only too happy 
to embrace their language – trash, sidewalks, 
fries, candy. And don’t start me on sport – 
off-ence, de-fence, the paint, batters. It is an 
endless cacophony of crimes against our native 
tongue. At least Halloween has lollies.

We went costume-and-decoration shopping 
the other day. People were laughing and 
enjoying themselves – a far cry from normal 
shopping experiences.

Some people don’t like the idea of kids 
roaming the streets knocking on doors, which 
I can understand to a degree. Just put a “No 

Halloween” sign up. We have balloons on 
our front fence to let the kids know we are 
Halloween-friendly.

Our family has a ball looking at the costumes 
and chatting to the kids. It is harmless fun and 
at my place it is all about lollies, lollies and 
more lollies. No carrots or celery sticks, apple 
pieces or organic tofu bars at my place – it’s 
Violet Crumbles, Cherry Ripes, Freddo Frogs 
and Redskins. And that’s just for starters.

We live in a state that has a public holiday 
the day before the football grand final and for 
a three-minute horse race, both of which we 
embrace with gusto.

Halloween isn’t a holiday and never 
should be, though don’t tell the campaigning 
politicians that. If they thought it might get 
them a few votes, they’d probably add it to their 
lists of promises.

It is nice to see kids in the streets, laughing 
and enjoying themselves.

We see so little of it nowadays. It is refreshing 
and it is for just a few hours. It is a treat, not a 
trick. Deal with it. ■

Kevin Hillier says “boo” to Halloween’s critics

If you have any news or events, let me know at kevin@howdypartnersmedia. com.au
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WESTPOINT
Proud Sponsors of In The Doghouse, 

The Hillier View and Foodbytes
Corner Heaths and Morris Road Hoppers Crossing  

Ph: 9749 6444
Web: www.westpointford.com.au

Corner Heaths and Morris Road
Hoppers Crossing  Ph: 9749 6444

Web: www.westpointford.com.au

Proud Sponsors of In The Doghouse & The Hillier View
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Happy New Year. I hope you and your 
family enjoyed Christmas and the New 
Year and that 2019 is shaping as a good 

one for the people you care about.
Pre-Christmas, I wrote that we were banging 

on about the same issues that have been 
plaguing us for years – traffic, infrastructure, 
growth, medical issues, police numbers, gangs. 

What if we all decided to focus on one thing 
and try and make an impact in 2019? 

It might be to contact your ward councillor 
to get a pothole fixed in your street, or maybe 
send your local member a personal letter with 
an idea for better multicultural assimilation. 
What about volunteering for meals on wheels, 
school crossing guard duty or your local sports 
club?

We need to adjust the mindset of our entire 
community from negative to positive, while 
continuing to be realistic. 

Most things involve money but there are still 
a lot of things that can be achieved without 
spending a cent. Instead of just talking about 
change, let’s actually do something to affect 

our lives that will be of benefit to the entire 
community.

It appears to me that a lot of time is being 
spent making sure everyone has the right to 
this and that and just in case, let’s make sure 
there is access and everything else. 

Today’s society spends too much time 
worrying that everyone is catered for and in 
doing so we have made simple tasks complex 
and filled our lives with layer upon layer of 
bureaucracy. Let’s keep it simple and just get it 
done.  

My goal for 2019 is to do my best to change 
the way people perceive this city. The poo farm 
still hangs over our head but the biggest obstacle 
is getting people to stop and see what we have 
to offer. Admittedly, we need to be better at 
a lot of things, but what we have is still very 
impressive. Through my podcasts, columns, 
radio, TV and whatever other avenues I can 
use, I am going to encourage people to leave 
their preconceptions on the Geelong freeway 
and pop in for a look. What are you going to 
do? ■

Kevin Hillier aims to be the change in 2019

If you have any news or events, let me know at kevin@howdypartnersmedia. com.au

Briefs

Motorcyclist dies
A 47-year-old Kilmore woman has died 
after her motorcycle was involved in 
a collision with a car on the Princes 
Highway about 4pm on Friday. The 
car allegedly left the scene following 
the collision, which occurred near 
Forsyth Road. Police later arrested a 
45-year-old man at a Wyndham Vale 
address in relation to the incident. He 
was interviewed and released pending 
further inquiries.

Impersonation charges 
Police have charged a 52-year-old 
Winchelsea man with impersonating 
a police officer, handling stolen goods 
and possessing an imitation firearm. 
The man allegedly committed offences 
in the Geelong, Melton and Werribee 
areas last year. The man has been 
bailed to appear at the Werribee 
Magistrates Court on March 18.
 
Art of the matter
Wyndham council is asking residents 
to submit their feedback on its draft 
Public Art and Collections Policy. 
The policy, which seeks to deliver 
dynamic public art and build a strong 
collection of work for the municipality, 
will be open for public comment until 
Wednesday, February 6. See www.
theloop.wyndham.vic.gov.au/public-art-
and-collections-policy for details.
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