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Charges expected
More than 1000 cannabis plants, 
fertilisers and hydroponic equipment 
were seized from a Truganina factory 
last Tuesday. Police executed a search 
warrant at the property, where they 
also arrested a 37-year-old man and 
a 43-year-old woman from Sunshine 
West and a 57-year-old man from 
Korumburra. 

Cannabis bust
Police discovered more than 180 
cannabis plants at a house in Sanctuary 
Lakes South Boulevard, Point Cook on 
October 1. The investigation is ongoing.

Factory fire
More than 30 firefighters attended a 
suspicious fire at a vacant factory in 
Sayers Road, Laverton North about 
8.30am on October 11. Firefighters 
arrived at the site to find a shed at the 
property ablaze. Police are investigating 
the cause of the fire, which took about 
75 minutes to bring under control.

Clarification
A Star Weekly article last week reported 
that a memorial to honour soldiers who 
died during World War I will include the 
names of 64 fallen soldiers from the 
Werribee area. In fact it will include 60 
names. The information was incorrectly 
provided by the state government.
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I have always found the concept of retirement 
an interesting source of contemplation and 
conversation. For some, it is a choice. Others 

have it foisted upon them. I doubt I will ever 
formally retire – it just has no appeal to me at 
the moment.

The definition of retirement varies, but it 
mostly revolves around the words age and 
usefulness.

I understand escaping from the drudgeries 
of working life, which is why I have always 
done many and varied things in my career to 
avoid that very thing.

But I am lucky. My line of work provides an 
array of opportunities.

I also work in an industry that is not 
physically demanding, such as a manual trade, 
and I enjoy the luxury of being self employed. 
My retired friends tell me they are busy with 
one thing or another, and enjoying the lifestyle, 
especially those with grandchildren.

Economics certainly dictate the style of your 
later life. We can’t all afford to be hopping 
from one luxury cruise ship to the next. 

Each generation is being asked to take more 
responsibility for funding itself, with the 
expectation of a government funded-retirement 
fading quickly into the distance.

Superannuation has always bewildered me 
(and many others I suspect) because of the 
sheer volume of paperwork associated with 
every minor detail. It is as if the finance people 
wanted to keep us in dire need of their services 
to make sure their retirement was comfortable.

Retirement means a new form of living 
arrangement for many – retirement villages.

What a booming industry it is. The villages 
are like cruise ships without the seasickness 
and boarding passes. They boast multiple 
sports and activities, pools, live entertainment, 
shopping tours and, probably the biggest 
selling point, human contact. 

Work gives you a purpose, a destination 
and the chance to communicate with others. 
The importance of those in our day-to-day 
lives should never be lost in the transition to 
retirement. It is, after all, a retirement for life, 
not from life. ■

Kevin Hillier, not the retiring type, ponders the options

If you have any news or events, let me know at kevin@howdypartnersmedia. com.au
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