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COMPREHENSIVE FAMILY DENTAL CARE

Everyone deserves an 
amazing smile!
Dr M Lentini - B.D.Sc. (Melb)
Mr R Privitelli - Hygienist

9742 6928 21 Princes Hwy, Werribee
www.lentinidental.com.au  www.dentistwerribee.com.au

Your Local All-on-Four Implant Centre

Celebrating

25 Years 

In Our

Community!
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Wills, Powers of
Attorney and
Deceased Estates...

Sensitive, personal, sensible advice.
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Tarneit footy funding
Tarneit Football Club has received 
$10,000 from Wyndham council’s 
2017-18 Community Grants program. 
The grant will be used to help the club 
attract women and people from diverse 
backgrounds, purchase new equipment 
and promote healthy lifestyles.

Certificate opportunity
Wyndham council is hoping to recruit 
60 young people wishing to study for 
a certificate II in information digital 
media and technology next year. 
The eYouth Project will be delivered 
by Wyndham council and Victoria 
University for people aged 16 to 25. An 
information evening will be held from 
6.30pm on Wednesday, November 
7, at the Victoria University Werribee 
Campus. Go to eyouthproject.com to 
book.

Controlled burns
Wyndham council will undertake a 
controlled burn program within open 
space reserves including Cobbledicks 
Reserve, Lollypop Creek and a number 
of sites in Little River in coming 
months. Environment and sustainability 
portfolio holder Heather Marcus said 
the burns were necessary to protect 
native grasslands. More information: 
wyndham.vic.gov.au or call 9742 0777.
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Halloween polarises people and I can’t 
work out why. Is it because we didn’t 
invent it and it’s American?

Both arguments are flawed, as the Irish were 
the first to celebrate it as part of the ancient Celtic 
Festival of Samhain, so it is not American. And 
we are not backward in celebrating events we 
didn’t invent – Christmas, Easter and Queen’s 
Birthday immediately come to mind.

The Americans have taken Halloween to a 
new level of crass commercialism, but it was 
not their idea. Besides, we are only too happy 
to embrace their language – trash, sidewalks, 
fries, candy. And don’t start me on sport – 
off-ence, de-fence, the paint, batters. It is an 
endless cacophony of crimes against our native 
tongue. At least Halloween has lollies.

We went costume-and-decoration shopping 
the other day. People were laughing and 
enjoying themselves – a far cry from normal 
shopping experiences.

Some people don’t like the idea of kids 
roaming the streets knocking on doors, which 
I can understand to a degree. Just put a “No 

Halloween” sign up. We have balloons on 
our front fence to let the kids know we are 
Halloween-friendly.

Our family has a ball looking at the costumes 
and chatting to the kids. It is harmless fun and 
at my place it is all about lollies, lollies and 
more lollies. No carrots or celery sticks, apple 
pieces or organic tofu bars at my place – it’s 
Violet Crumbles, Cherry Ripes, Freddo Frogs 
and Redskins. And that’s just for starters.

We live in a state that has a public holiday 
the day before the football grand final and for 
a three-minute horse race, both of which we 
embrace with gusto.

Halloween isn’t a holiday and never 
should be, though don’t tell the campaigning 
politicians that. If they thought it might get 
them a few votes, they’d probably add it to their 
lists of promises.

It is nice to see kids in the streets, laughing 
and enjoying themselves.

We see so little of it nowadays. It is refreshing 
and it is for just a few hours. It is a treat, not a 
trick. Deal with it. ■

Kevin Hillier says “boo” to Halloween’s critics

If you have any news or events, let me know at kevin@howdypartnersmedia. com.au
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Family Law,  
De Facto &  
Same Sex Couples...

Sensitive yet powerful advice, Accredited Family Law 
Specialist supporting you every step of the way…
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Speeding charges
Police arrested a motorcyclist who was 
allegedly travelling at almost 200km/h 
in Laverton North on Thursday. About 
1am, police observed the motorcycle 
near the intersection of Fitzgerald and 
Leakes roads, before allegedly clocking 
the rider travelling at 196km/h in a 
70km/h zone. Police said the rider, 
a 22-year-old Wyndham Vale man, is 
expected to be charged with evading 
police, speeding and other traffic 
related offences.

Fire season
Residents and property owners are 
being urged to keep fire safety in 
mind, after the CFA officially launched 
Wyndham’s fire danger period last 
week. The fire danger period is 
expected to run until about May 1 next 
year. Wyndham’s community safety 
portfolio holder, Cr Kim McAliney, said 
it was important for all residents to 
know that they could face prosecution 
if they lit a fire in the open air without 
approval.

Draft plan open
Wyndham residents can share their 
opinions on council’s draft Wyndham 
Learning Community Strategy, which 
outlines the council’s commitment to 
ensuring the municipality is a place 
of opportunity for learning. Visit www.
theloop.wyndham.vic.gov.au for details.
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 @star_weekly

Politics and community radio have a lot in 
common, as both claim to be our voice 
and both fulfil that charter on occasions, 

but for too much of the time they miss the boat. 
Both claim to serve the people and again they 
do when it suits them, but serve themselves for 
the most part.

Many politicians, at all levels of government, 
are in it for the right reasons – as are many of 
the people involved in community radio – but 
some in both are in it for the power, the ego and 
the chance to be in the limelight. As a result, 
both politicians and community radio people 
spend too much time protecting their turf 
when they should be doing productive work to 
enhance the area they operate in.

Both can be guilty of eating their young to 
maintain their rung on the totem pole. 

The big difference is the size of the pay 
packet, or in the case of community radio the 
existence of one. Pollies are paid very well by 
any standard and should be available for their 
constituents and should listen to what they 
have to say.

Community radio should stop trying to be 
a competitor of commercial radio and find its 
local voice, and some of those voices should be 
our elected representatives. What better forum 
for the Member for Tarneit, Werribee or Altona 
to inform residents of what is happening and 
to be available to talk to those residents via 
talkback radio or to answer SMS questions?

The community station would need to 
remain neutral but an hour a week (no more 
please) rotated between the federal, state and 
council representatives would help both to 
become more of a true and relevant part of the 
community.

When Tim Pallas appears on radio these 
days, it is as state treasurer, not the Member for 
Werribee, so questions about the East Werribee 
Precinct, the Hoppers Crossing gates or the 
grant to restore the Werribee water tower are 
unlikely to get a look in. On a local show they 
would be front and centre.

So to both parties: Once the dust settles after 
the November 24 election, how about making 
it happen? ■

Kevin Hillier wants politicians to go back to grass roots

If you have any news or events, let me know at kevin@howdypartnersmedia. com.au
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